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THE BASICS  

OF HOOKS

THEMES AND PLUGINS 
SOMETIMES GET YOU  

ONLY SO FAR



THE BASICS  

OF HOOKS

UNDERSTANDING HOOKS IS 
ESSENTIAL, BUT IT ISN’T 

EASY TO SOMETIMES.
Hooks are a way for one piece of code to interact/modify another piece of code



THE BASICS  

OF HOOKS

FIRST, LET’S UNDERSTAND 
WHY WE NEED THEM. 
ASSUME WP HAS NO 

HOOKS.



THE BASICS  

OF HOOKS

WORDPRESS HOOKS IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF EVENT DRIVEN 

PROGRAMMING.



A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK

HOOKS NEED AN 
ANCHOR. LET’S LOOK 

AT ONE YOU ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH. THE 

WP_HEAD();



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK



HOW DO WE DO IT?

A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK



THIS WILL BE THE RESULT

A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK



THE MEANING  

OF HOOKS

SO WHAT ARE HOOKS? THEY 
ARE A WAY FOR US TO TAP 

INTO WORDPRESS AND 
CHANGE BEHAVIOR.



THE TYPE  

OF HOOKS

HOOKS COME IN TWO 
FLAVORS: ACTIONS AND 

FILTERS.



ACTIONS:

THE TYPE  

OF HOOKS

FILTERS:
- CAN HAVE ANY FUNCTIONALITY 

- COULD HAVE DATA FED INTO IT. 

- DOESN’T RETURN CHANGES. 

- IT USES ADD_ACTION TO BE HOOKED. 

- THE HOOK ITSELF IS CREATED BY DO_ACTION 

- IT IS A CUSTOM FUNCTION YOU WRITE TO MODIFY 

BEHAVIOR IN A SPECIFIC PLACE.

- MODIFIES DATA. 

- MUST HAVE DATA FED INTO IT. 

- RETURNS CHANGES. 

- IT USES ADD_FILTER TO BE HOOKED. 

- THE HOOK ITSELF IS CREATED BY APPLY_FILTER 

- IT IS A CUSTOM FUNCTION YOU WRITE TO MODIFY 

BEHAVIOR IN A SPECIFIC PLACE.

BOTH OF THEM ARE HOOKS. BEWARE OF TERMS



THE ANATOMY OF A HOOK.
- WE NEED THE HOOK NAME. WHERE? 

- WE NEED TO MAKE OUR FUNCTION. WHERE? 

- WE DEFINE PRIORITY. WHY? 

- WE DEFINE ARGUMENTS. WHY?

THE MEANING  

OF HOOKS

LET’S LOOK AT EXAMPLES



EXAMPLES  

OF HOOKS

ACTION



EXAMPLES  

OF HOOKS

FILTER



A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK

SOME EXAMPLES



A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK

SOME EXAMPLES



A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK

SOME EXAMPLES



EXAMPLES  

OF HOOKS

SOME EXAMPLES



A SIMPLE 
ACTION HOOK

SOME EXAMPLES



CREATING  

CUSTOM HOOKS

CAN I MAKE MY OWN 
FILTERS AND ACTION 

HOOKS?



‘COURSE I CAN - TYRONE,  
SNATCH

WHY YOUR OWN?

CREATING  

CUSTOM HOOKS



EXAMPLES  

OF HOOKS



THE BASICS  

OF HOOKS

LAST FEW TIPS
- YOU CAN REMOVE ACTIONS AND FILTERS. 

- DON’T EXPECT TO KNOW IT ALL. 

- WE DEFINE PRIORITY. WHY? 

- WE DEFINE ARGUMENTS. WHY?
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THANK YOU ALL! 
ENJOY #WCPHX
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